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(1) All mandatory terms (§ 514.17(d)).
(2) Availability date for initial serv-

ice contracts and each amendment
thereto at least 30 days greater than
the filing date (§ 514.17(d)(3)).

(2) Flag for FMC examiner review. In
ATFI, electronic conformity checks
cannot be designed to check and pass/
fail every possible rejection situation,
such as, for example, conflicting texts
or ambiguous language. Other matters,
such as filings of controlled carriers,
require policy review under the 1984
Act. For these reasons, ATFI will auto-
matically queue for review by a Com-
mission examiner the items which sur-
vive the conformity checks described
in paragraph (n)(1) of this section. The
following are representative types of
items flagged for examiner review:

(i) Any new or amended tariff matter:
(A) Of a controlled common carrier.
(B) With a filing/amendment code of

‘‘G,’’ ‘‘K,’’ ‘‘M,’’ ‘‘P,’’ ‘‘T,’’ or ‘‘X’’
(§ 514.9(b)).

(C) When a special case number is
present (§ 514.9(b)(19)).

(ii) All tariff record filings and amend-
ments (§ 514.11(b)).

(iii) All new commodity descriptions
(§ 514.13(a)).

(iv) Tariff line item (TLI) records
(§ 514.13(b)):

(A) With any increase and the filing/
amendment code does not contain an
‘‘A’’ or ‘‘G’’ (§ 514.9 (b)(1) and (b)(7)).

(B) With any non-rate data changes
(§ 514.13(b)(17)).

(v) All Tariff Rules (§ 514.15).
(vi) Location groups (§§ 514.9(b)(16) and

514.10(b)):
(A) Any new group or addition to

group.
(B) Any deletion of a group member.
(vii) All service contract essential terms

filings. (§ 514.17).
(3) Status/rejection codes. The com-

mand line at the bottom of most ATFI
screens provides a ‘‘Status’’ option for
retrievers to determine whether an
ATFI object is accepted, rejected, sus-
pended, etc., and the reasons therefor.
The DED ‘‘FMC Status/Rejection
Code’’ provides numeric, two-digit

codes for this purposes, e.g., ‘‘01—Not
rejected; item accepted.’’

[57 FR 36271, Aug. 12, 1992, as amended at 57
FR 44509, Sept. 28, 1992; 57 FR 46324, Oct. 8,
1992; 58 FR 28, Jan. 4, 1993; 60 FR 56123, Nov.
7, 1995]

§ 514.9 Filing/Amendment codes and
required notice periods.

(a) General. (1) Under the shipping
statutes, various types of tariff mate-
rial require different notice periods
(beginning with the filing date) before
they may become effective. For exam-
ple, a new tariff or a rate increase usu-
ally requires 30 days’ notice before the
effective date. See § 514.4(a). Paragraph
(b) of this section describes the dif-
ferent notice periods for the various
types of filed tariff items and their cor-
responding filing/amendment codes
(symbols), which shall be carefully
used by the filer for the purposes of
guiding the user and triggering accu-
rate associative checks to ensure the
integrity of the filed tariff material.
See § 514.8(n). The ATFI system makes
available a Help screen which also lists
the uniform symbols.

(2) Multiple symbols. Filed tariff mate-
rial frequently can be coded with more
than one symbol. Accordingly, the
field, ‘‘Amendment Type,’’ appearing
on most ATFI screens, will usually
allow up to three different, compatible
symbols, but see paragraph (b)(19) of
this section.

(3) Symbol(s) resulting from deletion.
When amendments deleting existing
tariff matter alter the amount paid by
the shipper/consignee, the effect of this
change shall be indicated by the proper
code symbol(s), as required by para-
graph (b) of this section.

(4) Restricted use of symbols. The codes
or symbols prescribed in paragraph (b)
of this section may not be used for any
other purpose, nor shall any symbol be
used other than the appropriate sym-
bol(s) described in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(5) Essential terms and terminal tariffs.
Due to the absence of most of the no-
tice requirements otherwise applicable
to carrier or conference tariffs, the use
of symbols under this section for ter-
minal tariffs will be appropriate for the
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tariff objects employed and filing/
maintenance. Symbols for essential
terms of service contracts under § 514.17
will usually be ‘‘I’’ for initial filings,
‘‘S’’ for corrections, and the appro-
priate symbols for amendments to es-
sential terms. See § 514.17(d)(5)(i).

(b) Filing/Amendment codes and notice
periods. For tariffs in foreign and do-
mestic offshore commerce, the follow-
ing are the notice periods for various
types of filings and their corresponding
symbols. To the extent applicable and
permitted by the ATFI system, the
symbols can also be used in other types
of tariff material, such as terminal tar-
iffs.

(1) ‘‘A’’ Increase (Foreign commerce and
across-the-board increase which is not a
general rate increase in domestic offshore
commerce under paragraph (b)(7) of this
section [‘‘G’’]: 30 days’ notice. (i) Except
for a general rate increase in domestic
offshore commerce, amendments which
provide for changes in rates, charges,
rules, or other tariff provisions (includ-
ing fares in domestic offshore com-
merce), which constitute a cost in-
crease in foreign commerce or an
across-the-board increase in domestic
offshore commerce, shall use the sym-
bol ‘‘A’’ and be filed to become effec-
tive not earlier than 30 days’ after the
date of filing, unless an exemption or
special permission to become effective
on less than said 30 days’ notice has
been granted by the Commission. See
paragraph (b)(24)(ii) of this section for
domestic offshore increases which may
be filed on seven workdays’ notice.

(ii) An amendment which deletes a
specific commodity and rate applicable
thereto from a tariff, thereby resulting
in the application of a higher ‘‘cargo
n.o.s.’’ or similar general cargo rate, is
a rate increase requiring the appro-
priate notice period and corresponding
symbol under this section.

(2) [Reserved]
(3) ‘‘C’’ Change resulting in neither in-

crease nor decrease in rates or charges: ef-
fective upon ‘‘short notice,’’ i.e., upon fil-
ing in foreign commerce, or on one day’s
notice in domestic offshore commerce. (i)
Amendments which result in no change
in cost to the shipper, such as an
amendment changing only the name or
address of the filing party, may become
effective upon short notice (i.e., upon

filing in foreign commerce, or on one
day’s notice in domestic offshore com-
merce) and shall use the symbol ‘‘C;’’
except that all changes to controlled
common carrier tariffs may not be-
come effective earlier than 30 days
from the date of filing, unless special
permission has been granted by the
Commission under § 514.18, or the
change affects only tariff matters
which are the subject of a suspension
proceeding under § 514.19 of this part.

(ii) An amendment containing a rate
on a specific commodity not previously
named in a tariff which results in no
change in cost to the shipper may be-
come effective on short notice under
this subparagraph, if:

(A) The tariff contains a ‘‘cargo,
n.o.s.’’ or similar general cargo rate
which would otherwise be applicable to
the specific commodity;

(B) The specific commodity rate is
equal to the previously applicable gen-
eral cargo rate; and

(C) The common carrier is not a con-
trolled common carrier which has not
received special permission or an ex-
emption authorizing the amendment.

(4) [Reserved]
(5) ‘‘E’’ Expiration: effective upon filing

unless it results in an increase under
paragraph (b)(1) ‘‘A’’ or (b)(7) ‘‘G’’ of this
section. When amendments deleting or
expiring existing tariff matter alter
the amount to be paid by the shipper/
consignee, the effect of this change
shall be indicated by other symbol(s)
under this paragraph (b). Otherwise,
expired or deleted matter, such as an
amendment completely canceling a
tariff due to a cessation of all service
by the carrier between the ports or
points listed in the canceled tariff,
may take effect upon filing and shall
use the symbol ‘‘E.’’

(6) [Reserved]
(7) ‘‘G’’ General rate increase or de-

crease (domestic offshore commerce): 60
days’ notice. Amendments of domestic
offshore tariffs which change rates,
fares, charges, Tariff Rules, or other
tariff provisions and which constitute a
general increase or decrease in rates,
shall be filed at least 60 days prior to
their effective date and shall use the
symbol ‘‘G.’’

(8) [Reserved]
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(9) ‘‘I’’ New or initial matter: 30 days’
notice—(i) New tariffs and, except for a
general increase or decrease in domes-
tic offshore commerce, filings which
provide for new or initial rates, fares,
charges, Tariff Rules or other tariff
provisions resulting in an increased
cost to the shipper, shall use the sym-
bol ‘‘I’’ and be filed to become effective
not earlier than 30 days after the date
of filing, unless an exemption or spe-
cial permission to become effective on
less than said 30 days’ notice has been
granted by the Commission.

(ii) Initial filings of essential terms
of service contracts under § 514.17 of
this part may not use any symbol other
than ‘‘I.’’ See paragraph (b)(19)(iii)(A)
of this section for corrections to essen-
tial terms.

(10) [Reserved]
(11) ‘‘K’’ Rate or charge filed by a con-

trolled common carrier member of a con-
ference under independent action (foreign
commerce): effective upon filing if de-
crease.

(i) All changes to controlled common
carrier tariffs may not become effec-
tive earlier than 30 days from the date
of filing unless special permission has
been granted by the Commission under
§ 514.18, or the change affects only tariff
matters which are the subject of a sus-
pension proceeding under § 514.19 of this
part. Such changes shall use the most
appropriate symbol(s) under this sec-
tion.

(ii) Conferences may file on behalf of
their controlled common carrier mem-
bers lower independent-action rates on
less than 30 days’ notice, using the
symbol ‘‘K,’’ subject to the require-
ments of their basic agreements and
subject to such rates being filed at or
above the level set by a member of the
conference that has not been deter-
mined by the Commission to be a con-
trolled common carrier subject to sec-
tion 9 of the 1984 Act, in the trade in-
volved.

(12) [Reserved]
(13) ‘‘M’’ Transportation of U.S. De-

partment of Defense Cargo. Where a rate
for military cargo is incorporated as a
separate TLI in the commercial tariff
of a carrier or conference in foreign
commerce, the filing/amendment code
‘‘M’’ shall be used to identify the TLI.

Any such military rate may be effec-
tive upon filing.

(14)–(15) [Reserved]
(16) ‘‘P’’ Extension of service to addi-

tional port(s) at rates already in effect for
similar services at the port(s) being added;
or the carrier’s establishment of addi-
tional terminal facilities at the port(s) al-
ready served, at the same rates as those
currently applicable to comparable facili-
ties of the carrier at the same port.

(i) In domestic offshore commerce:
(A) Amendments extending actual

service to additional ports at rates or
fares already in effect for similar serv-
ice at the ports being added may take
effect upon filing and shall use the
symbol ‘‘P;’’ and

(B) Carriers may file to be effective
upon filing, using the symbol ‘‘P,’’
amendments establishing additional
terminal facilities for loading or dis-
charging cargo at ports or harbors al-
ready served, but only if the rates to be
charged at such facilities are the same
as those currently applicable to com-
parable facilities of the carrier at the
same port or harbor.

(ii) In foreign commerce:
(A) Amendments which provide for

the addition of a port or point to a pre-
viously existing origin or destination
field may become effective upon filing
and shall use the symbol ‘‘P.’’

(B) A deletion of a port or point from
a previously existing origin or destina-
tion field may not be coded with a ‘‘P,’’
but shall be coded with other appro-
priate symbol(s) under this section.

(17) [Reserved]
(18) ‘‘R’’ Reduction (Not a general rate

decrease in domestic offshore commerce
under paragraph (b)(7) ‘‘G’’ of this sec-
tion)—(i) Domestic offshore commerce
(one day’s notice). Except for a general
rate decrease, amendments to domestic
offshore tariffs which provide for
changes in rates, fares, charges, Tariff
Rules or other tariff provisions result-
ing in a decrease in cost, shall be filed
to become effective not earlier than
one day after the date of filing, using
the symbol ‘‘R,’’ unless an exemption
or special permission to become effec-
tive on less than said one day’s notice
has been granted by the Commission.

(ii) Foreign commerce. Amendments
which provide for changes in rates,
charges, Tariff Rules, regulations or

VerDate 21<OCT>97 13:15 Oct 22, 1997 Jkt 174178 PO 00000 Frm 00174 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\174178.TXT pfrm13



179

Federal Maritime Commission § 514.9

other tariff provisions resulting in a
decrease in cost to the shipper may be-
come effective upon filing and shall use
the symbol ‘‘R;’’ except that all
changes to controlled common carrier
tariffs may not become effective ear-
lier than 30 days from the date of fil-
ing, unless special permission has been
granted by the Commission under
§ 514.18, or the change affects only tariff
matters which are the subject of a sus-
pension proceeding under § 514.19 of this
part.

(19) ‘‘S’’ Special case matter: effective
upon filing unless otherwise directed by
the Commission. Special case numbers
will be developed and issued by the
Commission and shall be entered by
the filer, along with the symbol ‘‘S.’’
Special case matter may not be filed
with other types of amendments, in-
cluding special case matter with other
special case number(s). When filing
special case matter, no filing/amend-
ments codes other than ‘‘S’’ may be
used. Special Case filings may arise
from the following situations:

(i) Special permission under § 514.18.
(ii) Special Docket decision under

§ 502.92 of this chapter.
(iii) Correction or resubmission of es-

sential terms.
(A) Correction under §§ 514.7(k) and

514.17.
(B) Resubmission after notice of in-

tent to reject under § 514.7(j).
(iv) Filing to put tariff in order after

rejection or overturning a rejection.
(Except with the use of the Thru-date
under § 514.10(a)(5), the ATFI system
cannot by itself restore material that
has been superseded or rejected, so the
filer is required to make any filings to
put its tariff in order, through the spe-
cial case procedures, if necessary.)

(v) Filing of tariff data after suspen-
sion under § 514.19.

(vi) Other situations, as directed by
the Commission.

(20) ‘‘T’’ Terminal rates, charges or pro-
visions or canal tolls over which the car-
rier has no control: effective upon filing.
Wherever a tariff includes charges for
terminal services, canal tolls, addi-
tional charges, or other provisions not
under the control of the common car-
rier or conference which merely acts as
a collection agent for the charges, and
the agency making such changes does

so without notice to the tariff owner,
such provisions may be changed in the
carrier’s or conference’s tariff upon fil-
ing and shall use the symbol ‘‘T.’’

(21)–(22) [Reserved]
(23) ‘‘W’’ for same-day withdrawal of

erroneous data. A filer may withdraw an
erroneous filing by the use of the sym-
bol ‘‘W’’ with the corrected filing, but
only if the corrected filing is made on
the same date as the erroneous filing.

(24) [Reserved] ‘‘X’’ Exemptions. (i)
Controlled carrier data in U.S. bilat-
eral trades or in trades served exclu-
sively by controlled carriers. (See
§ 514.3(a)(2).) A controlled common car-
rier shall use the symbol ‘‘X’’ for all
tariff material filed under the follow-
ing exempt situations:

(A) As to any particular rate, the
controlled common carrier’s tariff con-
tains an amount set by the duly au-
thorized action of a ratemaking body,
except that this exemption is inap-
plicable to rates established pursuant
to an agreement in which all the mem-
bers are controlled common carriers
not otherwise excluded by this para-
graph;

(B) The controlled common carrier’s
rates, charges, classifications, Tariff
Rules or regulations govern transpor-
tation of cargo between the controlling
state and the United States (including
its districts, territories and posses-
sions); or

(C) The controlled common carrier
operates in a trade served exclusively
by controlled common carriers.

(ii) Domestic offshore tariff increases
not general or across-the-board increases
(7 workdays’ notice). (A) Except for an
across-the-board increase (‘‘A’’) or a
general rate increase (‘‘G’’) in domestic
offshore commerce, an amendment
which provides for changes in rates,
fares, charges, rules, or other tariff
provisions, which constitutes a cost in-
crease in domestic offshore commerce,
shall use the symbol ‘‘X’’ and be filed
to become effective not earlier than 7
workdays’ after the date of filing, un-
less an exemption or special permission
to become effective on less than said 7
workdays’ notice has been granted by
the Commission. See paragraphs (b)(1)
and (b)(7) of this section.

(B) [Reserved]
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(C) An amendment which deletes a
specific commodity and rate applicable
thereto from a tariff, thereby resulting
in the application of a higher ‘‘cargo
n.o.s.’’ or similar general cargo rate, is
a rate increase requiring the appro-
priate notice period and corresponding
symbol under this section.

(iii) The symbol ‘‘X’’ may be used for
other situations involving an exemp-
tion or continuing special permission,
as directed by the Commission.

(c) Multiple amendments; same or dif-
ferent TLI. All filings with adequate no-
tice, but with different, successive effec-
tive dates (each filing effective after
the effective date of the previous fil-
ing), will be entered into the ATFI sys-
tem, whether or not they amend the
same TLI. On the other hand, unless an
appropriate thru date (§ 514.10(a)(5)) is
employed to protect the same or later
effective date of an earlier amendment
of the same TLI, only the later (or last)
filing, which has an effective date the
same as or earlier than that of the pre-
vious filing(s), will be given effect, in
which case, the previous filing(s) will
be presumed to be erroneous and void.

(d) Supplements. ‘‘Supplements’’ to
tariffs are prohibited. The ATFI sys-
tem will electronically accommodate
the necessary amendment of each TLI
selected for general rate changes,
through the GRI/GRD utility,
assessorials and/or individual TLI
changes. Other matters, previously
handled by supplements in traditional,
page-based tariffs, will be handled pro-
cedurally and/or through Tariff Rules,
TLI notes, etc.

[57 FR 36271, Aug. 12, 1992, as amended at 57
FR 44509, Sept. 28, 1992; 58 FR 28, Jan. 4, 1993;
58 FR 28790, May 17, 1993; 61 FR 66618, Dec. 18,
1996]

§ 514.10 Other items used throughout
ATFI.

(a) Control dates and history. Various
control dates are used for tariff mate-
rial filed in and/or retrieved from the
ATFI system. The following simulated
screen illustrates these dates which are
found on many ATFI screens and con-
tains corresponding numbers keyed to
explanatory and regulatory subpara-
graphs within this paragraph (in addi-
tion to ‘‘Today’’ which is the date of
entry into the system and the screen).

For special date provisions applicable
to the essential terms of service con-
tracts, see §§ 514.17 (d)(3) to (d)(5).

(1)(i) Access date and history. The de-
fault date for the Access date is ‘‘To-
day’s date.’’ Interactive ATFI, how-
ever, allows the user to set a different,
desired access date for retrieving ob-
jects within the tariff. See
§ 514.8(h)(3)(vii). The system will select
only tariff items that are in effect on
the chosen access date. This allows the
user to examine the tariff as it existed
on a particular date in the past, or to
examine rates and Tariff Rules which
have a future effective date.

(ii) History; ¥Rev; +Rev. Similar to
the functionality of the Access date,
the following functions are also avail-
able on many ATFI screens:

(A) History. This function displays
the entire list of modifications to a
tariff item.

(B) ¥Rev. This function displays the
previous revision (one revision at a
time) of the tariff item just prior to
the date displayed in the effective date
field. See paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion.

(C) +Rev. This function displays the
next (future) revision of the tariff item
according to the date in the effective
date field. See paragraph (a)(3) of this
section.

(2) Filing date. The filing date, or the
date any tariff or tariff element is
processed by ATFI, is used to deter-
mine the beginning of the advance no-
tice period required for various types of
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